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LIB DEMS CONTINUE TO PUSH FOR MORE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN RIVERSIDE’S FUTURE

At this week’s meeting of Chelmsford Borough Council, Lib Dem group leader Mike Mackrory presented Roy Whitehead with a petition containing 1,250 signatures including over 20 current and former Olympic, World, European, Commonwealth and British National swimmers, divers, coaches and trainers including Great Baddow swimmer Rebecca Gallantree who together with Tom Daley, the European Gold diving medallist and Olympic medal prospect, are representing Great Britain at the Olympic Games in Beijing.
Whilst the Liberal Democrats welcome that following their pressure, the Conservative run administration has agreed to produce costed figures for an outdoor pool and for a diving pool, it has now been almost three months since they agreed to a Liberal Democrat motion calling for more public consultation but they have yet to produce any details on what this will entail or when it will take place.
Cllr. Mackrory commented “Chelmsford residents have a right to know what is happening regarding the future of Riverside. We hear a lot of talk about involving the public in the decision-making process, but we are not seeing any action.”

Conservative Councillors also refused to answer questions about a leaflet purporting to come from ‘your Conservative Borough Councillors’ which made misleading statements regarding the Liberal Democrat position on the future of the Riverside, further undermining claims that the Conservatives are ‘the party of democracy in Essex’. Liberal Democrats have consistently called for more public consultation and a range of fully-costed options to be presented before any final decision on the development is made. They do not oppose plans to improve the ice rink or to provide a concert venue within the new development.
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