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    CALLS FOR MORE CONSULTATION OVER RIVERSIDE
Chelmsford Liberal Democrats are calling for a fresh round of public consultation on the redevelopment proposals for Riverside Leisure Centre.  At next week’s Council meeting Cllr. Mike Mackrory, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Opposition will press for a range of fully costed options, including an indoor diving pool and for an outdoor pool, to be put before the people of Chelmsford before any decision is made.  
Cllr. Mackrory said, "There is growing concern amongst Chelmsford residents that valuable swimming facilities will be lost under these proposals.  The public and in particular the user groups must be properly consulted and a public meeting be held so that all points of view may be heard.  This is a major decision that will have far reaching effects on sport and leisure provision in the County town for years to come."
The specifications set out by the Council in September 2007 included no mention of an outdoor pool or diving facilities, so there was little likelihood of their being included in any developer’s proposals for the site.
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Note for Editors:  the motion to Council on April 23rd is as follows-    

This Council recognises the value of swimming and diving in encouraging healthy life styles for all our residents. 

We therefore note the widespread public concern over the omission of an outdoor swimming pool and diving provision in the indoor pool, from the brief supplied to the developers for a replacement Leisure Centre. 

Council therefore agrees that further extensive public consultation takes place on the full range of costed options, particularly with the User Groups, and a Public Meeting be held before any final decisions are made. 

