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CHELMSFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL SUFFERING FROM ‘DEMOCRATIC DEFICIT’ SAY LIB DEMS
Chelmsford Liberal Democrats are calling for the Borough Council to allow more open debate by sending fewer motions to Cabinet or Committee. At tonight’s full Council meeting, Liberal Democrats will call for an end to the recent pattern of most motions being sent to Cabinet, which denies backbench and opposition members the chance to discuss Council policy. This comes just weeks after the Conservative administration disbanded the cross-party working group on the Riverside development, and a day after Liberal Democrats pushed for Essex County Council to allow members of the public to speak at their Council meetings.
Cllr. Graham Pooley who is proposing this motion, commented “We operate this Council at present with a ‘democratic deficit’ that too often precludes members from  making a legitimate contribution – a waste of much talent, and at the risk of public indifference and cynicism.”

Chelmsford Liberal Democrats are also calling for area forums to be set up in Chelmsford town.  Cllr. Mike Mackrory commented “Currently the parished parts of the Borough are at an advantage when it comes to having the appropriate structures for applying for lottery funding and other support for community projects. The motion I am bringing tonight is an attempt to make sure that urban Chelmsford no longer loses out in these areas.”
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