Sir,

Chelmer Waterside - development options

I refer to your Comment Column of May 1st (p26). Yes it’s always a shame when party politics threaten to get in the way of a balanced debate about the town’s future, but let’s look more closely please, at exactly why that’s happening in respect of Chelmer Waterside. 

Consistent with its position all along, Liberal Democrats continue to argue against the demolition of High Bridge Road and in favour a routing of traffic and an amount of development which would respect and enhance the unique character of our rivers, the canal, and the water meadows. But the Conservatives (in charge for the moment at the County and the Borough Council) seem to be putting greater emphasis on meeting the wishes of the would-be developer and landowner..

Your column doesn’t help the quality of debate – the LibDem position you suggest is “madness” and seeks to “blindly snub” the developer at the 11th hour. On the contrary, the Liberal Democrat position was fully described in a series of “Master-plans”, put out for consultation, and adopted by the Council in 2002. As I recall, that was without Tory opposition. But once in charge from 2003, the Conservatives scrapped the Plan and decided to start all over again, and progress on this key part of Chelmsford ground to a halt. Progressively the Conservatives have shown their true colours, and threaten more and more development and traffic gridlock at the expense of Chelmsford’s natural environment and leisure opportunities. 

We need a built environment that respects those things. Liberal Democrats will continue to seek a balanced way forward. We continue to favour the best and often quite intensive use of the town’s remaining under-used opportunity sits such as the Gas Works Site and the Canal Peninsular. But residents will be forgiven for thinking we might be further forward with that had everything not been thrown back into the melting pot from 2003, and that we would not now be facing the prospect of increasing cramming and disregard of the public’s views about that. 

So Mr Editor, yes, let us have that debate calmly, putting people first and party politics second – it is sad when the Chronicle takes a position (which in this case is the Tories’) with so little regard to the facts and so little respect for those arguing to the contrary.

Yours faithfully,               

Graham Pooley

Councillor for Marconi Ward

Chelmsford Borough Council

5th May 2008

