IT'S OUR MONEY THEY SPEND

After the Borough Council meeting of Weds 16th July, I was reflecting that
for once it had been lively, and had highlighted or made some progress on
some issues close to residents' hearts. I was disappointed - even alarmed
-therefore, when I saw absolutely no reporting of the meeting or what
happened in the Chronicle of July 24th - the next available edition.

There had been several areas of the Coubcil's business where the Liberal
Democrats had urged action or tried to hold the Conservative "cabinet" to
account - waste strategy, the proposals for Riverside (and the presenting
of a major petition from pool users), the poor state of some allottments,
the need for better use and planning of some shopping parades in the urban
area outside the town centre, the Tory tactic of stifling debate by
referring items to its cabinet without discussion; the disadvantage facing
our urban area whan compared to Parish Councils ability to attract lottery
or grant funding. Even backbench Tories had belatedly roused themselves to
discuss hospital parking charges and post office queues.

It had been refreshing. The Chronicle used to be more reliable and
impartial in reporting on our local Councillors antics and holding us to
account - we need it to be again. I sense it is not the relevant
reporters' lack of knowledge or interest but unwelcome editorial decisions
that to often favour crime and personal upset at the expense of sometimes
less eye-catching local affairs.. That needs to be rectified, please.

It is the Council Tax we pay and Tax money from Government that the
Borough and County Council is spending to try to provide decent local
services - millions and millions of £s. Whether deliberately or not, the
Councils' Cabinet system itself is being abused to reduce public awarenes
and involvement in Council business; public interest and faith in politics
and local government could easily be heading towards a new low. Yet
politics is life - let's see some good and regular reporting of it.

Graham Pooley
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