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                   LIB DEM ACTION PLAN FOR A12 & ESSEX
Essex County Council Liberal Democrats are calling for the widening of the A12 as well as interim safety & capacity measures…. but paramount is the need for a revised Local Transport Planning Strategy to provide and encourage the use of viable alternative modes of transport. 

These will be our key messages to the Inquiry into the future of the A12.

Lib Dem Transport Spokesman Keith Francis says ‘Essex’s Transport Plans have been unsustainable, lacking a real grasp of our crisis situation and overly focused on the short-term. For Transport Plans to be sustainable, we must place much greater emphasis on providing  viable alternative forms of transport – that means accelerated park & ride network provision, much improved bus & coach services, and quality, complete networks of walking and cycling routes.’
The Liberal Democrats believe that if the right policies and programmes were followed there would be less locally generated traffic pressure on the A12. 
Nevertheless, the A12 is running at and beyond full capacity, and needs widening to dual 3 lane standard from the M25 to Colchester. Further, with Chelmsford’s North East Bypass and a Lower Thames Crossing being planned the section of A12 between Howe Green and Boreham interchange may need to be upgraded to dual 4 lane standard.
It is critically urgent that Essex County Council take this opportunity to correct its currently unsustainable Transport Planning for Essex, and play its part in a better transport future for us all.
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